


FAQ
Benton Crossing Landfill Closure
(Customer-Facing)


1. When is Benton Crossing Landfill closing?
The last day that Benton Crossing Landfill is open to the public will be December 31, 2022.  

2. What do I do with my trash when Benton Crossing Landfill closes?
If you currently contract for Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) curbside pickup by one of the County’s two franchise solid waste haulers (D&S Waste Removal or Mammoth Disposal) your service will continue uninterrupted, and you do not need to do anything different.  Likewise, if you self-haul your MSW to one of the County’s six existing solid waste transfer stations (Pumice Valley, Benton, Chalfant, Walker, Bridgeport or Paradise), there will be no change.

However, if you have historically self-hauled your MSW to Benton Crossing Landfill, starting January 1, 2023, you will need to self-haul your MSW to one of the County’s six solid waste transfer stations (Pumice Valley, Benton Crossing, Chalfant, Walker, Bridgeport or Paradise), self-haul to the Mammoth Disposal Transfer Station in Mammoth Lakes, or sign up for curbside collection by one of the County’s two franchise haulers. 

3. Where is Pumice Valley Landfill and Transfer Station?
Pumice Valley Landfill and Transfer Station is located south of Lee Vining.  From Highway 395 travel east on Highway 120 for two miles, make a left (north) onto Dross Road and travel about 0.4 miles to the gate, which is on the right.

4. What is the difference between a landfill and a transfer station?
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) is buried at a landfill.  In contrast, MSW is not buried at a transfer station but is instead temporarily stored until it can be transferred to a landfill for burial.  Pumice Valley Landfill and Transfer Station has historically served as a landfill for Construction and Demolition (C&D) waste, and also as a transfer station for MSW.  C&D waste delivered to Pumice Valley is buried onsite.  MSW is transferred to a landfill for burial.  Pumice Valley will continue to function in this same manner after December 31, 2022.  

5. Will I pay more money to drop off my Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) after December 31?
Typical costs to the residential customer will be the same.  However, if you historically self-hauled your Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) to Benton Crossing Landfill and you do not sign up for curbside collection, you will now need to drive to a different location to drop off your trash.  D&S Waste Removal and Mammoth Disposal both provide Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) curbside collection in Mono County.  Details can be accessed here.

6. Are the costs at the other disposal sites the same as the costs at Benton Crossing Landfill and Transfer Station?
Yes – for most Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) disposal the costs will be the same.  Very large loads, however, may incur additional costs.



7. Can I have someone collect Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) directly from my home?
D&S Waste Removal and Mammoth Disposal both provide Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) curbside collection in Mono County.  Details can be accessed here.

8. Will the County add new services or hours to address the Benton Landfill closure?
Yes.  Operating hours at Pumice Valley Landfill and Transfer Station will expand to Monday through Saturday, 8AM – 4PM.  In addition, Mono County will continue to monitor Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) activity to maintain a high level of service in a manner that is cost effective.  Please monitor the Mono County Solid Waste website as it is updated for various additional services when they become available, or call the Solid Waste Department at (760) 932-5453.

9. Why is Benton Crossing Landfill closing?
Benton Crossing Landfill is located on land owned by the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP).  Mono County’s lease with LADWP provides that no new Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) may be accepted after December 31, 2022.  

10. Why didn’t Mono County just get an extension to the lease?
Mono County was required to prepare closure plans, with specific deadlines, cost projections and funding reserves.  Landfill projections determined the amount of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) delivered to Benton Crossing Landfill and delaying closure would require an amendment to those plans.  This would be very costly and would impact costs to the customer.  

11. Will there be any changes at Benton Transfer Station?
No.  Operations at Benton Transfer Station will remain the same.  This change affects the Benton Crossing Landfill only. 

12. Is this change better for the environment? 
Starting on January 1, 2023, Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) will no longer be buried at Benton Crossing Landfill, and will instead be transported out of California into Nevada for burial, resulting in local environmental benefits.  First, it will reduce concern regarding groundwater contamination – since Benton Crossing is an unlined landfill.  Second, landfill operations at Benton Crossing Landfill negatively impact the Bi-State-Sage Grouse, which is a species currently being considered for listing under the Endangered Species Act.  While Mono County has implemented management practices to reduce those impacts, closure of the landfill will ultimately eliminate the impacts altogether.







